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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 


The Executive Committee has at- 
tempted to carry on the business of the 
Association during the past quarter with- 
out benefit of a formal meeting. It has 
been fortunate in securing the following 
to plan the sectional programs of our 
next annual meeting: 

School Libraries Section Chairman: 
Miss Margaret Butler, Librarian, Giles 
County High School, Pulaski, Tennessee; 
College Libraries Section Chairman: Miss 
Mary Marsh, Librarian, Southwestern at 
Memphis, Memphis 12, Tennessee; Public 
Libraries Section Chairman: Miss Mar- 
garet Dickson, Branch Librarian, Lawson 
McGhee Library, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Please send them your suggestions. 

Also appointed were: Membership 
Chairman: Miss Mary Eleanor Wright, 
Extension Librarian, Kingsport Public 
Library, Kingsport, Tennessee; Commit- 
tee on Reading Lists: Miss Priscilla Lantz, 
Department of Library Service, Univer- 
sity of Tennessee; Miss Elizabeth Suss- 
dortt, Chattanooga Public Library, Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee; and Mrs. Genevieve 


Gebhart, Cavert Junior High School, 


Nashville, Tennessee. Committee on 


Dues: Mr. Archie L. McNeal, Chief, 


Readers Services Division, University of 
Tennessee Library, Knoxville 16, Tennes- 


see; Miss Rachel Cash, Chattanooga 
Public Library, Chattanooga, Tennessee; 


Miss Jean Lowrie, Librarian, Linden 
School, Oak Ridge, Tennessee; Miss Ava 
Smith, Librarian, Veterans Administration 
Center, Johnson City, Tennessee; and 
Mr. Turner Clark, Director, Shelby 
County Libraries, Cossitt Library, Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. 

Miss Clara Mae Brown, Head, Refer- 
ence Department, Joint University Li- 
braries, Nashville, has been appointed 
Acting Editor of the Tennessee Li- 
Mrs. Brainard Cheney, edi- 


brarian. 


.pating states. 


tor of the Librarian for the past two 
years, leaves for Tokyo in February to 
teach in a newly established library 
school, sponsored by ALA. She will re- 
turn to Peabody in 1952. 

The Executive Committee would like 
to express the appreciation of the Asso- 
ciation for the excellent work Mrs. 
Cheney has done in making the magazine 
an instrument which voices the policies 
of TLA and which takes its rightful place 
among outstanding professional publi- 
cations. All good wishes to Mrs. Cheney 
in her new position. 

The Tennessee Citizens Library Move- 
ment has rendered valuable services, 
particularly through the letters which 
Mrs. Conduitte sent to the legislators 
and quantity reprints of "library" articles 
from the Tennessee Librarian and the 
Tennessee Planner. 

Seventy-six Tennessee librarians were 
registered at the meeting of the South- 
eastern Library Association in Atlanta, 
October ((-(4, and helped to adopt a 
new constitution which was to become 
effective when ratified by five partici- 


The constitution author- 
izes the establishment of a headquarters 


office, employment of an executive sec- 
retary, issuing a quarterly journal and 
permits a wide variety of activities for 
this new, unified and strengthened or- 
ganization. }t joins the growing group 
of Southern professional associations 
with non-segregated membership. The 
required number of states having al- 
ready ratified, a Tennessee member on 
the Executive Board for a term of six 
years will be elected by a mail vote. 
The vote on ratification will be delayed 
until the next annual meeting of TLA. 

Forty-one Tennessee librarians  at- 
tended the TLA breakfast on Saturday, 
October 14, at the Biltmore Hotel. 




































Many stimulating suggestions were made 
for the promotion of the forthcoming 
legislative program. 

By the time this report reaches you 
the Tennessee Legislature will be in 
session. Its members will be considering 
the most important library legislation 
which has come before them in twenty 
years. Have you read the bill? A ten- 
tative draft appeared in the October 
issue of the Tennessee Librarian. 
Does every member of your library 
board have a copy of the bill? Are you 
able to discuss with your representatives 
the problems involved in a total library 
program whose services should extend to 
every citizen of Tennessee? We cannot 


Nine Nashville librarians replied to 
resolutions attacking the management of 
the State Library immediately after 
their appearance in a Nashville news- 
paper. These introduced 
into the Tennessee Legislature on Jan- 
uary 3, 1951, by the Davidson County 
delegation, were later withdrawn and a 
substitute resolution was offered. 

Rep. Cecil Branstetter, delegation sec- 
retary, said the revised resolution will 
afford Dr. Robison an “opportunity to 
present the library's needs to members 
of the assembly and to the general 
public." 

Representative Reagor 


resolutions, 


Motlow of 
Moore County, a leader of the informal 
bloc organized to oppose the original 
resolution, said that he wasc"'convinced 
that any fairminded committee will dis- 
cover how great are the handicaps un- 
der which the library now is operating." 
Tennessee librarians will join Dr. Daniel 
Robison in heartily concurring in the 
proposal to survey the State Library's 
facilities and services in an effort to 


NASHVILLE LIBRARIANS REPLY TO 
CRITICISMS OF THE STATE LIBRARY 


expect our legislators to be greatly con- 
cerned unless we ourselves are informed 
and prepared to talk with them. Let's 


list our needs and work to eliminate 
them! 
(Mrs.) ANNE V. SUMMERS, President 


Tennessee Library Association 


TLA 1951 ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Tennessee 
Library Association will be held in Mem- 
phis at Hotel Peabody, Thursday, April 
26 through Saturday, April 28. Be sure 
to make your reservation early. 





inform Tennessee citizens not only of 
its needs but also of the state's real 
responsibility in supporting a program 
such as that proposed in the reorganiza- 
tion bill. 

Below is given the text of the letter 
sent to Senator Hardin by the Nashville 
librarians: 

January 3, 1951 
Senator Carl Hardin, Chairman 
Davidson County Delegation 
Tennessee State Legislature 
Dear Sir: 

The undersigned heads of libraries in 
Nashville met this afternoon to con- 
sider the criticisms of the State Library 
of Tennessee as published in the Nash- 
ville Tennessean this morning, January 
3, 1951. 

On the basis of our knowledge of the 
conduct of the Tennessee State Library, 
we believe these: complaints are un- 
justified and highly misleading. They are 
most unfair to those who in the past or 
at present have administered the af- 
fairs of the Tennessee State Library. 
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In reply to the criticisms published, 
we should like to make the following 
comments: 


First, it is contended that the "li- 


brarian has failed to comply with the 
law's requirement for a complete card 
index of all volumes.’ The truth of 
the matter is that a large portion of 
the books in the State Library are fully 
cataloged, but the Library has never 
had adequate appropriations to fully 
catalog all of its holdings. Mrs. John 
Trotwood Moore, State Librarian and 
Archivist until her retirement in 1949, 
has over the years tried to get more 
adequate funds so that she could have 
all materials properly cataloged and 
serviced, but appropriations have been 
too small to do even a small part of 
what was desirable. Our State Library 
and Archives, for instance, spent in 1946- 
47 only $24,079 in contrast with the 
Virginia State Library which spent $185,- 
680. For this year ending June 30, the 
appropriation for the Virginia State Li- 
brary is $271,812 while ours in Tennessee 
is only $38,385. 

Second, it is charged that ''the |i- 
brarian has let out books to individuals 
and other libraries, a practice delega- 
tion members claim is forbidden by 
law." In the experience of the under- 
signed librarians, the Tennessee State 
Library has tried scrupulously to comply 
with the law. 

Third, it is reported that ''the librarian 
has permitted large portions of the |i- 
brary's books and collections of pictures 
and other items to be stored at A. & I. 
State College.’ The fact of the matter 
is: 

(1) No pictures have been stored at 
the A. & |. State College at any time. 

(2) No book has been deposited at 
the A. & |. State College for which 
there are not from one to ten duplicate 
copies available in the State Library. 


The State Librarian is to be commend- 
ed for having assembled these inactive 
duplicate copies of official Tennessee 
publications that were stored in the attic 
and in the basement of the Capitol and 
were cluttering up passageways and 
creating a fire hazard in the State Li- 
brary and for having deposited them 
temporarily in the new library, completed 
this year, at the A. & I. State College. 
As citizens of Tennessee we should be 
most grateful to Dr. D. M. Robison, 
State Librarian and Archivist, and to the 
authorities of A. & |. State College for 
taking this intelligent action to preserve 
and protect these materials until the 
new State Library and Archives build- 
ing is completed when they will be re- 
turned. 

Fourth, it is alleged that "books are 
unavailable when sought by members of 
the State Legislature.’ If this be true, 
we feel that this is a result of overcrowd- 
ing, inadequate budget, and an inade- 
quate staff under which the State Library 
has labored for nearly a century. 

Fifth, it is charged that "inequities 
have been allowed to arise in the library's 
salary schedule for employees." It is 


-our understanding that the State Com- 


a 


missioner of Education, who has general 
jurisdiction over the State Library and 
Archives, has tried to apply a salary 
schedule to the library staff which is 
in keeping with other personnel em- 
ployed by the State of Tennessee and 
with the best practice of the state and 
public libraries elsewhere. 

It is most regrettable that at a time 
when we should all put our shoulders 
to the wheel to build up our State Li- 
brary, such charges should be made. 
The State of Tennessee and all citizens 
interested in libraries and education owe 
a great debt to Mrs. John Trotwood 
Moore, who for many years was the 
State Librarian and Archivist, and to 





the present Director, Dr. D. M. Robison, 
for faithful and efficient service. 
Respectfully submitted by, 


EDWARD G. HOLLEY, Librarian 
David Lipscomb College 


ARNA BONTEMPS, Librarian 
Fisk University 


JOHN E. BURKE, Librarian 
George Peabody College 


WILLIAM A, FITZGERALD, Director 
Library School, 
George Peabody College 


A. F. KUHLMAN, Director 
Joint University Libraries 
ROBERT S. ALVAREZ, Librarian 
Nashville Public Library 

LOIS H. DANIEL, Librarian 
Tennessee A. & |. State College 
MRS. EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM, 
Librarian, Vanderbilt University 
School of Medicine 
MARGARET E. NEWHALL, 
Librarian 

Ward-Belmont College 


REORGANIZATION OF THE STATE LIBRARY 
AGENCY 


The proposed law effecting a reor- 
ganization of library service at the state 
level provides for an independent com- 


mission which would be concerned with |) 
general library service at the State Li- 


brary, 2) extension service through a re- 
gional plan, and 3) historical and archival 
work. How does this fit into the existing 
pattern throughout the country? A 
survey of the organization of state library 
agencies in the structure of state govern- 
ment presented at a meeting of the 
National Association of State Libraries 
in Cleveland, July 1950, answers this 
question. Of particular interest to Ten- 
nessee librarians is the question of 
location of the extension function. The 
report shows: 

"In 39 states this function is in the 
executive branch of government, in 2 
states in the legislative branch, and in 
one state under a combination of execu- 
tive and judiciary. 

"In 36 states, a board, commission or 
council is involved. In only 7 states does 
the governor have immediate control, 


directly or through a cabinet depart- 
ment. 

"In 13 states the function is lodged in 
the State Department of Education, in 
2 under the Secretary of State, and in 
one under the Supreme Court. The rest 
are independent agencies, boards, or 
commissions. 

"So, the pattern here is very definite. 
Extension service seems to be a respon- 
sibility of the executive branch of gov- 
ernment. An independent board or 
commission, or, at the least, an advisory 
board or council, is usual. Where the 
library is placed in an executive depart- 
ment, the Department of Education 
seems to be the one selected." 

Tennessee, in proposing to remove the 
extension function from the Department 
of Education to a separate Commission 
will conform to the pattern of organiza- 
tion found in a majority of the 43 states 
considered in the survey. If the legisla- 
tion is passed, Tennessee. Will leave the 
ranks of the 13 states in which the exten- 
sion function is lodged in the State De- 
partment of Education. 
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PROVISIONS OF THE BILL— 
SUGGESTED ADDITIONS 


The following points have been sug- 
gested by TLA members to be consid- 
ered for possible inclusion in the pro- 


posed bill: 


|. Provision for acceptance and ex- 
penditure by the State Library and 
Archives Commission of any funds which 
may be allotted to the State of Tennes- 
see for library purposes by the Federal 
Government or any other source. Such 
authority was vested in the Commissioner 
of Education by Chapter 172 of Public 
Acts of 1939, entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the expenditure of any funds 
allotted to the State of Tennessee for 
library purposes by the Federal Govern- 
ment or from any other source; to desig- 
nate the Commissioner of Education as 


the agency to apply for and accept any 
funds granted to Tennessee by the Fed- 
eral Government for library purposes;" 
etc. 


2. Provision that one of the functions 
of the State Library and Archives Com- 
mission shall be the collection, tabulation 
and interpretation of statistics from all 
public libraries of the state, including 
those county and municipal libraries 
which may not be recipients of direct 
financial aid from the state. 


3. Provision for some reference to the 
certification of librarians now provided 
for under Public Acts of Tennessee, 1937. 


TLA members, have you any other 
suggestions? What are your reactions 
to the above? Please write Mr. Gerald 
Shaw your opinions. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN TENNESSEE, 1950 


The school library of today is recog- 
nized as an essential part of the school 
program. Its basic purposes are identi- 
cal with those of the school itself. An 
effective school library program shares 
in the total school program, encourages 
effective use of books and libraries by 
providing individual service to children 
through reading guidance, supplies a 
variety of reading materials and fosters 
an appreciation of libraries. 

How do the school libraries in Ten- 
nessee measure up to state, regional and 
standards? What are their 
strengths and weaknesses? Have the 
Tennessee school libraries made progress 


national 


since the Study of Tennessee's Program 
of Public Education in 19452 What im- 
provements are evident since the report 
of the Southeastern States Cooperative 
library Survey made in 1946-1947? 


These are some of the questions to be 
considered here. 

Although it is recognized that a statis- 
tical analysis cannot give a complete 


picture of library service in a school, 


coats 


some quantitative measurements 
necessary. 


are 
To serve as an instructional 
agency the library must have a variety 
of materials—books, pamphlets, record- 
ings and other audio-visual aids—well 
organized and directed by personnel 
familiar with the school program, 
terested in children and young people 
and well informed about many materials. 
The librarian must have adequate time in 
the school library, with well-equipped 
quarters of sufficient size to give the best 
service. 


in- 


In order to have a fully effective li- 
brary program, there must be such quali- 
ties as real leadership in the librarian, 
cooperation of administrators and facul- 
ty and interest of boys and girls. 





LIBRARY SUPERVISOR APPOINTED 
In 1932 the office of School Library 


Supervisor was created in the State De- 
partment of Education through funds 
made available from the General Edu- 
cation Board, the Tennessee State De- 
partment of Education assuming this 
financial responsibility five years later. 
Since that time there has been continued 
state support and a definite plan of de- 
velopment in the school library program. 

Within the past several years, major 
emphases in the school library program 
have been in the following areas: (1) Re- 
cruitment of personnel through an in- 
service training program, (2) more funds 
for library materials, (3) growth of ele- 
mentary libraries and improvement of 
physical facilities for all school libraries, 
(4) more active state school library or- 
ganizations. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAM 


Grants from the Generat Education 
Board and the Tennessee State Depart- 
ment of Education have assisted a great 
deal in recruiting and improving the 
training of school librarians in Tennessee. 

During the summers of 1947 and 1948, 
109 teacher-librarians attended school at 
Peabody, the University of Tennessee 
and A. and |. State College by means of 
this assistance. In 1949, the peak of the 
in-service training program was reached 
when 100 school librarians took advan- 
tage of this aid to study at Tennessee li- 
brary training institutions. East Tennes- 
see State College and Austin Peay State 
College have added the basic library 
training program and are making a defi- 
nite contribution toward the training of 
school librarians. 

As a result of this program, the train- 
ing qualifications of the school librarians 
have been raised considerably. A large 
percentage of those teacher-librarians 


who began their training by means of 
these scholarships have completed the 
basic 18 quarter-hour program or are 
taking their degrees. 

The 1950-51 report on training quali. 
fications shows that 175 school librarians 
in Tennessee are graduates of accredited 
library schools. In the 392 four-year 
white senior high schools, 349, of the 
librarians have a full year of library train- 
ing, 30% have 1|8 quarter-hours and 
above but have not completed a full 
year, 15% have some training but do 
not meet the minimum standards of 
18 quarter-hours and 21% have no 
library training at all. Those schools 
with 300 enrollment and more have ap- 
proximately 82% of the librarians meet- 
ing the state and regional standards of 
30 semester hours of library training. 
There are |5 librarians in the junior high 
schools with a full year of library train- 
ing and 40 librarians in the elementary 
field with a year of specialized training. 

In the 70 four-year Negro high schools, 
5 persons have a full year of library 
training, 35 are meeting the require- 
ments of 18 quarter hours or more, 22 
have some library training but less than 
18 hours and 8 have no training at all 
There are 12 librarians in the junior high 
and elementary schools meeting the mini- 
mum requirement of 18 quarter hours. 

The Southeastern States Cooperative 
Library Survey in 1947 showed that 60%, 
of the teacher-librarians in the four-year 
white high schools had less than 18 
quarter hours of training while 63%, of 
the Negro school librarians did not have 
the minimum requirement of 18 quarter 
hours. In contrast to these figures, the 


current records of white high schools 
show only 36% of the teacher-librarians 
with less than 18 quarter hours of train- 
ing while the Negro schools show 41% 


in this group. 
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EXPENDITURES 


During the ten years prior to 1947, 
state aid for school libraries averaged 
$48,438.42 annually and was available 
to each county on a matching basis. 
Some of the counties most in need of li- 
brary materials did not take advantage 
of this appropriation. It was significant 
that the Public Acts of 1947 included 
learning and instructional materials in 
the minimum school program. At that 
time the State Board of Education set 
the per capita amount at $1.90 per pupil 
in average daily attendance for grades 
one through twelve. In the 1949 mini- 
mum program this amount was increased 
to $3.45 per pupil in ADA, from which 
library materials are purchased. 

According to preliminary reports of 
planned expenditure for the year |950- 
51, the average will be almost $1.00 per 
pupil spent for books, periodicals and 
binding. This does not include local 


supplements and money allotted for 


audio-visual materials. 
ELEMENTARY LIBRARY SERVICE 


There has been definite progress in 
the development of central elementary 
school libraries over the state. With 
the increase in funds allocated for in- 
structional materials, the book collections 
in elementary schools are being greatly 
improved. Many schools with grades 
one to twelve have expanded the library 
program to include library service for 
the elementary grades as well as high 
school. 

Within the past several years an ex- 
tensive school building program has been 
in progress. New high school buildings 
have included more adequate library 
quarters. Central elementary libraries 
are being placed in many of the new 
elementary schools. In grades 1-12 li- 
brary quarters are being enlarged to 
accommodate the elementary children. 


STATE ORGANIZATIONS 


A concerted effort is being made to 
strengthen the school sections of the 
Tennessee Education Association and the 
Tennessee Negro Education Association, 
as well as the library section of the Ten- 
nessee Library Association. 

A number of school librarians are 
affiliating with the national organization, 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians. At the 1950 Midwinter meet- 
ing there was an AASL Council repre- 
sentative from each of the school library 
organizations and a total of 5 school 
librarians present from Tennessee. There 
were 7 Tennessee school librarians in at- 
tendance at the Cleveland ALA meeting. 


SUPERVISION 


The role of the school library super- 
visor is that of helping to further the 
total educational program. She ac- 
complishes this by interpreting library 
service to all groups, improving that 
service which is available, helping to ex- 
tend the program to elementary schools 
and cooperating with other library 


agencies. Also the supervisor en- 


_ courages the school librarian to develop 


aie 


leadership and a responsible attitude 
toward the total library program. 

In addition to supervision on the state 
level, five city and county systems in 
the state have library supervisors to 
promote and coordinate the library pro- 
gram. Other counties have qualified 
librarians in charge of the library service 
but they do not act in the capacity of 
a supervisor since most of them have 
bookmobile schedules. However, they 
do work closely with teachers and |i- 
brarians in making books and other 
materials available to boys and girls. 


LOOKING FORWARD 


Much has been accomplished in the 
past twenty years, but there is much to 





be done. One accomplishment is the 
fact that school librarians who have a 
B.S. in L.S. degree are paid on the same 
salary scale as those teachers with a 
Master's degree. On the other hand, 
the library program will continue to be 
curtailed until the position of librarian 
in the individual school is included in 
the minimum program as an extra teach- 
ing position. 

Although some school librarians have 
the responsibility for selection and dis- 
tribution of audio-visual as well as 
printed materials in the school, this is 
not a general pattern. Many schools are 
going through an evaluation period dur- 
ing these months, which makes one more 
aware that continuous self-evaluation is 
necessary for the best possible service. 


Tennessee school libraries are making 
progress, slow though it may be. There 
are types of school library service being 
carried on which are rather discouraging. 
In contrast to this type, there are many 
encouraging examples of school libraries 
which are guiding boys and girls in their 
reading and making the library a vital 
part of the school program. 


School administrators, teachers and 
parents are becoming more aware of 
the importance of libraries in the school. 
There is reason to believe that these 


groups, with the librarians, will increas- 
ingly work toward giving the children 
of Tennessee the kind of library pro- 
gram needed in the school. 


LOUISE MEREDITH 


School Libraries Consultant 


STATE PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION OF 
TENNESSEE SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


The professional growth and organiza- 
tion of school librarians in Tennessee is 
best indicated by the growth in mem- 
bership of the Library Section of the 
Tennessee Education Association and the 
Tennessee Negro Education Association. 
The first meeting of the T.E.A. Library 
Section was held in 1929 with approx- 
imately twenty-five school librarians at- 
tending. The Library Section of the 
T.N.E.A. was organized in 1939 during 
the state meeting at A. and |. College, 
Nashville, Tennessee, with nine at the 
initial meeting. Today there are more 
than four hundred school librarians in 
Tennessee. Each high school having an 
enrollment of three hundred students or 
more has a full-time librarian. While 
elementary librarians are still in the 
minority, more interest in library service 
for the elementary school is being shown 
by school administrators, not only in 
Tennessee, but throughout the country. 


— |0— 


This is evidenced by the fact that the 
next yearbook of the Elementary School 
Principals, a division of the National 
Education Association, will be devoted 
to elementary school libraries. Forty 
elementary schools in Tennessee now 
have full-time trained librarians. 
Since 1929 school librarians have met 
as a section of the T.E.A. Closely af- 
filiated with this group, though having 
separate organizations, are the re- 
gional education associations repre- 
senting the three grand divisions of the 
state, i.e., East, West and Middle Ten- 
nessee. In 1932 the school librarians 
of East Tennessee formed their library 
section, in 1935 Middle Tennessee school 
librarians held their first meeting and 
in 1939 the West Tennessee group or- 
ganized. No figures are available on 
the attendance of these first sectional 
meetings. Each of these organizations 
has its own elected officers and meets 
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annually. Approximately three hundred 
school librarians attended the sectional 
meetings held in October, 1950. The 
division of the state into three rather 
well-defined sections makes organization 


on a state-wide basis somewhat more 
difficult than in other states not so 
clearly divided into sections or regions. 

There exists a library section in two 


of the regional divisions of the T.N.E.A., 
East and West. However, in the Middle 
region the teacher-librarians are inte- 
grated with subject divisions. Each 
regional division has its own elected 
officers. At present there is no con- 
stitution for the state group of the 
Negro librarians. However, the chair- 
men of the East and West regional sec- 
tions serve as co-chairmen for the state 
group. The elected officers for the Li- 
brary Section of the T.N.E.A. are a 
chairman, a secretary and a program 
chairman. The attendance at the state 
meetings of Negro librarians has_in- 
creased from nine at the initial meeting 
to approximately fifty at the 1950 meet- 
ing. Miss Carnie U. Clinisson was 
elected chairman of the Library Section 
of the Tennessee Negro Education Asso- 
ciation for 1950. 

Plans have been made to improve the 
organization of the Library Section of the 
T.E.A. Mrs. Augusta Kolwyck, who was 
chairman of this section for 1949-50, felt 
that the group had grown until some- 
thing was needed to hold it together. It 
was decided that the Library Section 
adopt a constitution—something to give 
a definite plan, to unify and strengthen 
the organization. In October, 1950, a 
copy of the proposed constitution was 
mailed to each of the school librarians 
in the state. It was unanimously ap- 
proved by the Library Sections of the 
Middle, East and West Tennessee Edu- 
cation Associations. 

The constitution proposes to encour- 


age the professional growth and devel- 
opment of Tennessee school librarians 
and teacher-librarians and to promote 
further cooperation between librarians, 
school administrators, classroom teachers 


and other persons interested in the public 
school program. It provides for a ten 
member executive council consisting of 
the elected officers, the immediate past 


president, the chairmen of the library 
sections of the three regional education 
associations and the school representa- 
tives on the Executive Board and Plan- 
ning Committee of the Tennessee Li- 
brary Association. This council can do 
much to unify the school libraries 
throughout the state. It is hoped that 
through cooperative planning, general 
themes or topics may be selected around 
which annual programs for the regional 
meetings may be planned, and that proj- 
ects of general interest to school librar- 
ians may be initiated. 

In the past, programs for both the 
state and regional organizations have 
been planned with two objectives in 
mind. First, to bring to the group out- 


standing persons in the field of school 


library service; and, second, to provide 


an opportunity for librarians within the 


state to participate in their program. 
Such well known authorities as Miss Nora 
E. Beust, Specialist for School and Chil- 
dren's Libraries in the Office of Educa- 
tion; Margaret Rusvold, author of Audio- 
Visual School Library Service; and John 
Tunis, well known writer, have contrib- 
uted much. Librarians have had the op- 
portunity of participating in panel dis- 
cussions dealing with topics of vital im- 
portance to thém. In the future, prog- 
ress reports will be given at the annual 
meeting and will serve as one means of 
showing the over-all picture of what 
school librarians are doing throughout 
the state of Tennessee. 


ANNIE JO CARTER, Chairman 
Library Section, T.E.A. 





LIBRARY STUDENT 
ASSISTANTS’ MEETING 


In April, 1950, an invitation was sent 
to high school and junior high school 
librarians in East Tennessee—and even 
farther away—to bring some of their stu- 


dent assistants to visit Oak Ridge on 
May 5. The response was overwhelm- 
ing. Even with the limitation of about 
ten from each school, there were 188 
visitors from 36 schools. 

A full day was planned for the visi- 
tors. They registered at Oak Ridge 
High School and toured the school and 
library. Before lunch they visited the 
American Museum of Atomic Energy, 
which proved so interesting that we 
heard of a few students who never did 
get back for the afternoon program! 
Lunch at Jefferson Junior High School 
and a tour of the building and library 


was next, followed by the afternoon pro- 
gram. 

Mr. Rollin McKeehan, principal of 
Jefferson, spoke on "The Importance of 


Student Assistants." A quiz program 
on books was conducted. The group was 
then divided into four groups to discuss 
book reviews and displays, circulation 
methods, library clubs, and training and 
scheduling of jobs. Members of the 
groups became acquainted with one an- 
other as they shared ideas from their 


different libraries. Main points of the 


discussion were brought back by the 
secretaries to the whole group. Free 


Our library in its present location will 


be just one year old February 17, and 
what a happy and profitable year it 


has been for all of us! A year ago 


when we were still in the little corner 


RECRUITING AT THE SOURCE 


AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY IN ACTION 
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time for the visitors gave them oppor- 
tunity to see more of Oak Ridge before 
the banquet. 


The banquet was the highlight of the 
day, with good food, decorations, dis- 
tinguished guests (the school administra- 
tors), fellowship in singing and Miss 
Louise Meredith's talk “So You Want 
to Be a Librarian." 

Proof of the enthusiasm came after 
the planned program when the group 
voted to make this the beginning of a 
student assistant organization. They se- 
lected a librarian as sponsor, and student 
co-chairmen to make plans for a perma- 
nent organization. 

Behind the scenes, to make the day 
successful, were the student assistant 
groups at Oak Ridge High School and 
at Jefferson Junior High School. Joint 
planning was done with the two groups, 
and several evening work-sessions were 
spent in making programs, badges, 
menus and favors. Students were sched- 
uled to act as guides at both buildings, 
and students planned and participated 
in the afternoon program. For Oak 
Ridge students, as well as others, the 
meeting was valuable for bringing the 
junior and senior high schools together 
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and for strengthening the local organiza- 
tion. It brought to them an awareness 
of the common purposes and problems 
of student assistants and of oppor- 


tunities in the field of library work. 


ETHEL M. WOOD 
ANNA CEBRAT 











cubbyhole of the downstains hall, with- 
out adequate light, bulletin boards, suf- 
ficient seating space, or any attractive 


physical features, | often tried to visual- 
ize what it would be like to be in a 
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modern, fully-equipped library where | 
could help children to become friends 
with beautiful books and to help them 
realize that there are other facilities, 
too, besides books to make our lives 


more meaningful and happy. It is all 
that | ever dreamed! 

All the elementary children come to 
the library for thirty minutes of scheduled 
time each week, and at any other time 
of the day they so desire for additional 
help or recreational reading. Children 
in different rooms take turns in making 
displays for the bulletin boards and in 
giving book reviews. This is in addition 
to the regular story hour which we have 
once a week in the library. Two of my 
student assistants go daily to the first 
grade and tell stories to the children 
there. 

For the first time we are checking out 
phonograph records just as we do books 
and. other visual aids. My full reward 
comes from watching the eyes of the 


youngsters as they return ''Rusty in 
Orchestraville,' an album of ‘Uncle 
Remus’ or "Christmas Carols," and 
describe to me how they and the whole 
family enjoyed them. We are also be- 


ginning a picture file but its growth is 
very slow. 


BOOK WEEK IN THE 


School librarians for a long time have 
been aware of the opportunities pre- 
sented by Book Week: opportunities to 
enlist student participation, to join with 


teachers in planning programs for the 
week. Reports from Knoxville, Nashville 


and Hamilton County reveal the en- 


thusiasm with which students, teachers 
and librarians observe the week and are 
given below for the record. 


TREASURES FOR THE ASKING 
Book Week—1950 
Howard School, Nashville 
“Oh, gee, | hate to give them up. 


One of the most gratifying contribu- 
tions of our central library is the small 
sound-proof glass-enclosed room which 
we designate as the ''Faculty Room." 
Here professional literature of all types 
is placed and teachers may use this 


room at any time either for conferences 
or as a reading room. 


this room may be checked out in- 
definitely. 

We are far from satisfied. We want 
more readers, better readers, and we 
want to be of more service in more 
ways. We are hoping to inspire the 
child to enrich his life with good read- 
ing experiences, to feel a kinship with 
books, to learn to love, appreciate and 
enjoy the best that is in them. 


Materials from 


"He ate and drank the precious words, 
His spirit grew robust, 

He knew no more that he was poor, 
Or that his frame was dust. 

He danced along the dingy ways, 


And this bequest of wings 
Was but a book. What liberty 
A loosened spirit brings." 


WILMA JO FOLWELL, Librarian 


Bailey School 
Grades !-9 


SCHOOL LIBRARY 


It seems just like we're having to en- 
tomb our own flesh and blood." This 
was the consensus of opinion of the 
operators and the voices for the puppets 
in the Book Week assembly program 
at Howard School, Nashville, Tennessee. 

The librarian, Mrs. James E. Payne, 
set the ball rolling for the endeavor by 
suggesting to the art teacher, Mrs. Exum 
D. Watts, and the speech teacher, Mrs. 
Helen N. Linam, that a puppet show 
would make a most attractive Book Week 
celebration. The three immediately 


agreed that such a project would hold 
the interest of everyone, since all youth 
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are really actors and great imitators. 
Certainly, these fascinating little puppet 


creatures would challenge the partici- 
pators as well as the on-lookers. 

The idea decided upon as a good one, 
the next task came in answer to the 
question: What will we use as a story? 
It was a Book Week project—why not 
make the show center around outstand- 
ing books for junior high and senior high 


students? This reflection was thrown to 
Mrs. Linam's speech class for realiza- 


tion. The students read, discussed and 
talked with Mrs. Payne about many 
editions before choosing: 


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn— 
Samuel L. Clemens 
Abe Lincoln Grows Up—Carl Sandburg 


The Tale of Two Cities—Charles Dickens 
Nancy Hanks of the Wilderness Road— 
Meridel Le Sueur 

The Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come— 
John Fox, Jr. 


When the books were chosen five 
committees were appointed to decide 
which portion of the book would best 
be suited for a puppet show. These 
same committees wrote the script for 
that particular scene which they had 
chosen. 

As the work progressed someone 
asked how the incidents were to be put 
together in order to have a complete 
and connected show. The speech class 
as a whole considered the possibilities 
for the continuity, and after much dis- 
cussion they chose to use a school girl, 
a replica of one of the class, and a 
typical old-fashioned librarian, for that 
bit of humor. The student, an infrequent 
visitor to the library, was supposed to 
bring out all the librarian's ingenuity as 
she tried to visualize for the child Ruby, 
the ''Treasures For the Asking'’ (the name 


of the show) on display in the )ibrary, 


The characters in the books became so 
vital that Ruby was inspired to take an 
armful of books home with her. While 
the art class, under the supervision of 
Mrs. Watts, made the puppet heads, 
bodies and stage set, the speech class 
completed the script for the continuity 
and the scenes from the various books. 
All too adorable the puppets were, 
when the speech students received them 
for dressing and stringing prior to the 
final manipulation. Two or three hours 
were spent in planning the costumes 
most fitting for Huck Finn and Nigger 
Jim, Abe Lincoln, Sidney Carton and 


Charles Evermonde, Nancy Hanks of the 


Wi\derness Road, Chad and Melissa, and 


last, but by no means least, the librarian 
and Ruby, the student. 

The final activity was that of choosing 
the voices and the operators who would 
bring these small, inanimate beings to 
real life. The speech class chose from 
among their midst those best suited for 
the particular job. Truly, the beginning 
assumption was proven a fact for after 
eight performances the interest was still 
high, with both manipulators and_ the 
audiences. 

Thus was displayed in action one of 
the most significant and important edu- 
cational developments—that of depart- 
mental integration. 


HELEN N. LINAM, Speech; 
MRS. EXUM D. WATTS, Art; 
and 

MRS. JAMES E. PAYNE, Librarian 
Howard High School, Nashville, 


Tennessee 


KNOXVILLE 


Frances Wilks, Head Librarian, Knox- 
ville City Schools, reports that the Knox- 
ville City Schools held the second of 
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what is becoming a ‘raditiona) Sook 


Week Fair. Schools were invited to send 
entries—anything promoting the Book 


Week theme or showing a love for books 
and reading. As would be expected 
variety abounded. Friezes lined the 
walls. Posters, exhibits, displays; minia- 
ture theatres, ‘'movies'’ and "'television’’; 
dioramas and peep shows; papier- 
mache, carving, and molding; giant 
books, book reviews, original stories, es- 
says, and booklets—there was no end to 
the ingenuity of individuals and groups. 
Hundreds of new books were displayed 


too. Entries were arranged and set 


up in the Centra! Library, and groups 
called in reservations for visiting. Parents 
atten helped the teachers in transporting, 
the children and were enthusiastic in 


recommending the Fair to other adults. 


This year in the two days’ showing there 
were |,276 visitors. Next year in larger 
quarters we shall expect many more. 
Pictures were made of the Fair and they 
will probably be used in the Superin- 
tendent's annual report. Books were 
given to the school libraries of the in- 
dividuals or groups submitting the best 


entries of different types and on dif- 
ferent grade levels. 


HAMILTON COUNTY 


This year Book Week activities for all 
45 Hamilton County schools were co- 


ordinated under a county-wide commit: 


tee composed of high school librarians, 


teacher-librarians, principals and class- 


room teachers. Florence Costello, i- 
brarian at Red Bank High School was 
chairman and Mrs. Augusta Kolwyck, 
school library supervisor served as ad- 
visor. 

The committee arranged a series of 
seven broadcasts featuring well-known 
Chattanooga authors, story tellers and 
a ‘Battle of Books’ quiz program. Au- 


thors included Christine Govan, Emmy 
Payne Govan, Adelaide Rowell and 


Judge L. D. Miller. Of special interest 
to younger children was an Uncle Remus 
story by Mrs. A. T. Guy, wellknown 
reader and student of Southern folklore. 

Printed programs of the broadcasts 
were distributed to classrooms through- 
out the County and requests were filled 
from nearby school systems. The Parent- 
Teachers assisted in providing radios for 
classroom use during the week so that 
every child could enjoy the stories, 
poems, and book discussions. Soddy- 
Daisy High School won the award of 


. $25.00 for books for the school and Mrs. 


Kolwyck reports that pupils in all the 
schools want to make this an annual 
event, with more radio time, and more 
difficult questions for another year! 


TENNESSEE'S FIRST LIBRARY DAY 


Governor Browning proclaimed Fri- 
day, November !7, as Library Day in 
Tennessee upon suggestion of the Cit- 
izens Library Movement. This was the 
occasion in some areas for special pub- 
licity about Tennessee's program of 
county and regional library service. 

Miss Melba Wilson, regional librarian 
at University of Tennessee Junior Col- 
lege in Martin gave the following re- 
lease to the local press: 


"We in the regional library feel that 
this proclamation of Library Day is a 
golden opportunity. for bringing the |i- 
brary situation:in Tennessee to the at- 
tention of citizens of Tennessee. 

"As of July |, the former two West 
Tennessee regions were combined, mak- 
ing a single West Tennessee regional 
library, including |3 counties, with head- 
quarters at the University of Tennessee 
Junior College in Martin. A branch 
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office is located in the Jackson Free Li- 
brary, Jackson. The combined staff 
now includes three professional librarians: 
Melba E. Wilson, regional librarian, 
Martin; Eileen Brookhart, assistant re- 
gional librarian, Martin; and Eleanor J. 
Burt, assistant regional librarian, in 
charge of the Jackson office. The book- 
mobile operating from Jackson will serve 
Madison, Henderson, Hardin, Harde- 
man, and Decatur counties. The book- 
mobile operating from Martin will serve 
Weakley, Obion, Gibson, Dyer, Henry, 
Carroll, Tipton and Lauderdale counties. 

"At present, the regional library is 
in the throes of reorganization. Within 
a few months, with the combined book 
resources of the two regions, the addi- 
tional professional staff, and the new 
bookmobile, we will be able to give 
much better service to the libraries and 
library users of West Tennessee." 


STATE OF TENNESSEE 
PROCLAMATION 
by the Governor 


WHEREAS, The free access to books 
and public library information services 
is one of the most important "rights'' 
of American citizens, especially in these 


days when we are witnessing a crucial 
battle for the minds of men; and 


WHEREAS, The State of Tennessee, 
by means of its network of regional |i- 
braries served by bookmobiles, the sev- 
eral municipalities by means of their 
public libraries, and the ten counties 
which have independent county-wide li- 
brary service, are all attempting to help 
young people and adults to use books 
for information, recreation and life-long 
learning; and 


WHEREAS, The Tennessee Citizens 
Library Movement, a volunteer organiza- 
tion of friends of libraries throughout 
the state, is becoming active in more 
and more counties; and 


WHEREAS, Tennessee is embarking 
ona "bold program" of library expansion 
with the construction of a new state 
library in Nashville; and 


WHEREAS, Libraries sometimes suffer 
from public inattention which the Cit- 
izens Library Movement hopes to elim- 
inate: 

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Gordon 
Browning, Governor of the State of Ten- 


nessee, do hereby proclaim Friday, 
November 17, 1950 as 


LIBRARY DAY 


in Tennessee and call on all citizens to 
visit their local libraries on this day and 
become acquainted with the resources 
and services offered freely for their use. 


THE MUNICIPAL TECHNICAL 
ADVISORY SERVICE LIBRARY 


The Municipal Technical Advisory 
Service, located at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, is a public service 
agency created by The Tennessee Gen- 
eral Assembly to give technical assist- 
ance to the incorporated cities of Ten- 
nessee. The library of MTAS is highly 
specialized and with few of: the char- 
acteristics normally ascribed to libraries. 


It can best be defined as a collection 
of pamphlets, periodicals, clippings and 
reference books kept for study and serv- 
ice. 

The library receives . most of its 
material from three sources. First, 
MTAS | staff-consultants have come 
equipped with, and continue to make 
available, their personal library material 
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in their special fields. A second source 
of material has been from gifts and 
the exchange of pamphlets and periodi- 
cals with municipal leagues and similar 
agencies in other states. A third source 
is the purchase of pamphlets, periodicals 
and reference books in the general field 
of municipal government plus the ac- 
quisition of the publications required 
by the staff in serving Tennessee cities. 
Included here are the publications re- 
ceived because of staff memberships in 
several professional organizations. Also, 
a subscription to the clipping service of 
the Tennessee Press Association assures 
the receipt of current information on 
municipal affairs from the newspapers 
Thus, the library has a 
sound nucleus upon which is being built 


of Tennessee. 


a valuable collection of municipal in- 
formation. 

As the collection increased in volume, 
it has been organized to attain ease of 
control and allow for flexibility and 


future expansion. 


The four types of 
material are processed and arranged 
with a minimum of formal procedure, 
and with an effort to attain maximum 
utility. 

The small specialized general refer- 
ence collection is listed alphabetically 
by title on cards in the library card file, 
and the books themselves are shelved 
in the same order. All periodicals are 
kept in pamphlet file boxes and are 
arranged alphabetically by title. A 
combination record and order card is 
kept for each periodical. Several 
hundred clippings from Tennessee news- 
papers are added to the clipping file 
each month. The clippings are mounted 
and filed in letter size file drawers by 
subject matter. A cross reference file 
of cities indicates the clippings available 
for each city. 


The pamphlets, model city ordinances, 
reference books and related material 
pertaining to specific municipal topics 
compose the largest part of the MTAS 
library. This material is arranged by 
subject matter in accordance with a 
special master file of subjects printed 
on 3 x 5 white cards. This special file, 
and the accompanying cross reference 
file of cards, was prepared by the Amer- 
ican Municipal Association specifically 
for library collections in the municipal 
field. The cross reference file of 3 x 5 
salmon-colored cards is printed with sub- 
topics and indicates the subjects in the 
master file under which they should be 
classified. For each subject, the ap- 
propriate cards from both the master 
and cross reference files are transferred 
A file folder for 


the pamphlets and ordinances on this 


to the active file. 


subject is then prepared and placed in 
legal size files alphabetically by title. 
Additional material on the subject is 
listed by title on a sheet of paper kept 
in the front of the folder. Such material 
is shelved alphabetically by title. This 


"system has been found simple to operate 


and reduces problems of classification 
to a minimum. 

All material in the library is available 
to Tennessee municipal officials on loan. 
To date, twelve cities have borrowed 
reference materials, and increased use 
of the collection in this way is antici- 
pated as knowledge of its availability 
becomes more wide spread. 

In summary, ‘the MTAS library thus 
far has developed, as planned, to be 
primarily a working library for the staff 
members who are serving Tennessee 
cities, and its continued expansion is 
tied directly to the growth and develop- 
ment of the organization. Also, the loan 
service will be expanded as rapidly as 
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the collection permits and in accordance 
with the demands made upon it by city 
officials. Finally, it is the intent to main- 
tain the library so that it can be easily 


LIBRARY SERVICE TO 


What sort of reading material are 
we providing for our prisoners in state 
prisons? What should we be doing? 
The following article, reprinted in its 
entirety from the Memphis Press-Scimi- 
tar, October 25, 1950, is a partial an- 


swer to both questions. 


A LOOK AT LIBRARY AT 
PILLOW TELLS A LOT 


Prisoners Read Westerns, But They 
Don't Have Much Other Choices 


By Richard Wallace, 
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer 


Myrl E. Alexander, assistant director 
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons, was 
looking thru the library at Fort Pillow, 
5,000-acre prison plantation between 
Henning and the Mississippi River 
in West Tennessee, Lauderdale County. 

Warden T. B. Wright pointed to a 
few shelves of well-worn volumes. 

"Those are Westerns,’ he said, "notice 
how thoroughly they have been used." 

Mr. Alexander looked around the 
sparse shelves. 

"Well, what else is here?'’ he asked. 
"A lot of this looks like space filler stuff." 

His eyes stopped at a shelf of En- 
cyclopedia Britannica, which advised on 
the back of the binders that it contained 
the latest of ‘Scientific, Cultural and 
Educational" information. 

"Ninth Edition," he said. "Wonder 
when that was published." 

A reporter, accompanying Mr. Alex- 
ander and his partner, E. W. Markley, 


used and readily available to all who are 
interested in municipal affairs. 
WENDELL H. RUSSELL, 


Administrative Assistant 


STATE INSTITUTIONS 


on the tour, took one of the volumes 
off the shelf, flioped open the cover 
and read: 

"1894," 


Times Have Changed Since Then 


The whole party smiled. 

"Well, a lot of scientific, cultural and 
educational information has passed over 
the dam since |894,'' someone said. 


Mr. Alexander settled down com- 
fortably against a book ledge and asked: 


“Haven't you got a book-mobile in 
this state?" 


"Yes, we have.’ 


"But it doesn't come by the prison?" 
he questioned and Warden Wright said 
that it doesn't. 

"Now that's an example of what | 
mean when | say that a lot can be done 
to improve the Tennessee prisons without 
spending much of the taxpayers’ money 
—just by using the facilities that are al- 
ready here," said Mr. Alexander. 

He told of how the facilities of the 
book-mobiles are used in some states, 
how a prisoner can ask for any book in 
the state system and have it in a week 
thru the facilities of the book-mobile. 

He told of his own experience as 
warden of the Federal Penitentiary at 
Danbury, Conn. There, too, the dime- 
novel Westerns were the most read until 
the librarian "by offering a little read- 
ing guidance’ brought the tastes of the 
prisoners up thru James Fenimore 
Cooper to historical novels of the West 
until the most-read book in the institu: 
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tion was Carl Sandburg's life of Abraham 
Lincoln. 


What Kind of Programs in State? 


What kind of educational programs 
are there in the Tennessee prisons? 

Well, there aren't any—"'and there's 
another example of something that can 
be done to rehabilitate prisoners at 
practically no expense,’ observed Mr. 
Alexander. 

"I'll bet the University of Tennessee 
has plenty of extension courses that 
could be offered in the prisons,’ he 
said. 

And then he turned to the warden 
and said: 

"You know, you've probably heard 
some objections to using prisoners as 
teachers of other prisoners. Well, that's 


a lot of bull. We use them in our 
federal prisons. 
a pretty fair education and he can take 
this extension material and have classes 
going for the other prisoners. 

“Of course,’ he added, "it ought to 
be done on a regular basis, not a hit- 
or-miss, we'll-meet-this-Tuesday-for-sure 
basis.’ 

You get a lot of little suggestions like 
that from a federal career man _ in 
prisons during a walk thru a state pen- 
itentiary. 

"Now this is a matter of taste,'’ Mr. 
Alexander began, ‘but these walls—all 
white. You know, | think pastel shades 
here and there would improve the ap- 
pearance and the morale of the prisoners 
greatly. 

"And it doesn't cost any more to use 
pastel shades,’ he quickly added. 


You get a man with 


NEWS NOTES 


T.L.A. Membership. Our very active 
membership chairman, Mary Eleanor 
Wright gives concrete evidence of her 
activity in a report of December 11, 
1950: 218 members. School librarians 
lead the list with 76; public librarians a 
close second with 74; then 30 college 
librarians; 11 special librarians; 7 trus- 
tees; 13 others; 7 unclassified. Good 
work, Mary Eleanor. We need members 
now as never before, with our important 
legislative program under way. If you 
haven't paid your dues, or if you can 
recruit another member, communicate 
with our treasurer, Ruth Ringo, Univer- 
sity of Tennessee Library, Knoxville. She 
will graciously receive the modest dues 
of one dollar. 

* * x 


School Libraries 


Miss Carnie Clinisson, Librarian of 


Pearl High, addressed the Library Serv- 


ices Group of the West Tennessee Edu- 
cational Congress in Jackson in Novem- 
ber. Discussing the place of the school 
library in the peace offensive she stated 


_ that "The school library in America’s 


peace offensive has the definite obliga- 
tion to aid our boys and girls in a con- 
fidence in the American democracy; in 
creating an intelligent awareness of all 
peoples and in contributing to the 
spiritual growth which includes an 
abounding faith." A charge to keep 
we have! 
* Oo * 

Three full-time elementary librarians 
have been added to the faculties of the 
Alexander, Park View and West Jackson 
Schools in Jackson, Tennessee, this school 
year. The three librarians, Elizabeth 
Roberts, Mrs. Mallie Newsom, Mrs. Beth 
Standley, and the general supervisor, 
Mrs. Frances Barker, spent an enjoyable 
and profitable day recently visiting with 
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Annie Jo Carter in several of the Nash- 
ville elementary schools. 


* * * 


Central High School, Chattanooga, on 
November |3, honored Mr. E. Y. Chapin, 
outstanding citizen of Chattanooga and 
generous patron of the Central High 
School Library, which bears his name. 
At an impressive chapel program a bust 
of Mr. Chapin, by Harold Cash, was 
unveiled and presented to the Chapin 
Library of Central as a gift from the 
Petersburg Library of Petersburg, Ken- 
tucky, birthplace of Mr. Chapin. Through 
Mr. Chapin's generosity many new 
volumes, covering a wide range of sub- 
jects, have been added to the library 
this year. 

For many years Mr. Chapin was a 
member of the Hamilton County Board 
of Education, and it was through his ef- 
forts that many improvements were made 
in school libraries throughout-the county. 
In recognition of his untiring efforts and 
interest in school library service the 
Central High School library was named 
for him several years ago while he was 
a member of the Board. 


x * * 


Mrs. Helen librarian, 
Chattanooga High School is president 
of the Chattanooga Area Librarians’ 
Association for 1950-51. The Associa- 
tion meets monthly from September 
through May. 


o* * * 


Maywhort, 


All nine high schools and 12 grade 
schools in Hamilton County now have 
a librarian. Mrs. Augusta Kolwyck, 
school library supervisor reports that 
this is the first step in a plan for de- 
velopment of school library service in 
the county. Teacher-librarians serve in 
the elementary schools. 


As this issue goes to press word has 
just come from Annie Jo Carter, Chair. 
man of the Library Section, Tennessee 
Education Association, that Mrs. Mar- 
garet Walraven will be the guest speaker 
at the luncheon meeting March 16. Mrs. 
Walraven comes from Dallas, Texas 
where she is librarian of Crozier Techni- 
cal High School. She is president of the 
American Association of School Librar- 
ians and co-author of Teaching through 
the Elementary School Library. Many 
Tennessee school librarians will remem- 
ber her as a visiting instructor at the 
University of Tennessee, Department of 
Library Service during the summer of 


1950. 


*x * * 


Citizens Library Movement 
On December |5th the CLM officers 


sent letters to all Tennessee legislators 
urging that they become informed about 
the proposals for library reorganization 
and that they support the bill when it 
is introduced into the Legislature. En- 
closed were a draft of the proposed Li- 
brary Reorganization Bill, the CLM leaf- 
let and a reprint of Miss Helen Harris 
article in the October, 1950 Tennessee 
Planner. Librarians should refer to this 
letter and the enclosed brochures in 
talking to their representatives. It is 
a fine opening wedge. 

* * * 

Mrs. A. O. Conduitte, Chairman of 
CLM has recently announced the ap- 
pointment of Mr. George Sisler, 261! 
Fillmore Street, Memphis, as Director 
of Public Relations of the CLM. Mr. 
Sisler, former AP writer, is on the staff of 
Rear Admiral H. M. Martin at Milling- 
ton. . 

* * x 

CLM now has nearly 7,000 members 
which Mrs. Conduitte feels is due "to 
enthusiasm and our interest in books and 
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libraries rather than being the result of 
a well-financed and _professionally-di- 
rected membership drive. 


* * x 
Regional Libraries 


The State's system of regional libraries 
for the year 1950-51 includes 60 counties 
having a population of about one and 
a half million people. It is encouraging 
to note that of the six counties which 
failed to make the required local ap- 
propriation in July five were reinstated 
in October as a result of protests and 
aggressive action on the part of library 


users. 
*x* * * 


Three librarians with library degrees 
have joined the staff of regional |i- 
brarians: 

Mrs. Eleanor Jones Burt, B.A. Vander- 
bilt 1947 and M.A. in L.S. Peabody 1950, 
served as bookmobile librarian at the 
Nashville Public Library during the sum- 


mer of 1950 before accepting the posi- 
tion of assistant in charge of the Jackson 
office of the West Tennessee region. 

Miss Eileen Brookhart, B.A. University 
of Tennessee 1947 and B.S. in L.S. Pea- 
body 1948, was a college librarian, 
school librarian in her home town of 
Crossville, Tennessee, and a county |i- 
brarian at Lisbon, Ohio, before she be- 
came an assistant in the Martin office 
of the West Tennessee region. 

Mr. William J. Nesbitt, B.S. from 
T. P. 1. in 1949 and M.A. in L.S. Peabody 
1950 is a native of Dickson County, Ten- 
nessee, so he feels at home in the area 
served by the Austin Peay State College 
at Clarksville where he became assistant 
regional librarian in June. Miss Julia 
Lee Graden married Mr. Maurice Martin 
of Clarksville on October 5. Fortunately 
for the program, Julia is still on the 
job as regional librarian at Austin Peay 
State College, Clarksville. 


West Tennessee Regional Library is 
proud of the new bookmobile received 
in October. (See Page 2.) 
built by the Gerstenslager Company on 
a |!/5-ton Ford chassis. 
type bookmobile, and carries around 
1,500 books. A coat closet, storage 
cabinet, card well, storage drawers, and 
extra storage space over the wheel- 
housing for large books and magazines, 
add to the convenience, and _ utilize 


It was 


It is a walk-in 


every possible space. 

The librarian, dubious about driving 
so large a vehicle at first, has now 
covered two counties, and approximately 
forty stations driving it. It proves to 
be easy to handle, after a little practice 
—and with the aid of a "co-pilot'’ to 
assist in backing and pulling into inter- 
sections. 
altogether more pleasant to work in than 
the panel bookmobile. 


It is dryer and warmer, and 


The bookmobile is painted in two 
tones of green, with the familiar bright 
books between the bookends on each 
side. It has created a great deal of in- 
terest on its rounds; many people have 
inspected it, some of them coming out 


into rain or sleet to do so! 


* * * 


Martha Parks was of great help to Mr. 
D. R. Kalia, Unesco Fellow from India, 
when he visited Tennessee early in Oc- 
tober. Mr. Kalia was mainly interested 
in public library organization and ad- 
ministration, adult education techniques 
and extension work, and the problems of 
library service for newly literate adults. 
He has returned to India to work on the 
Delhi Public Library Pilot Project spon- 
sored by the United Nations. Miss Parks 
took him on tour of the various municipal 
and regional libraries, including Nash- 
ville, Knoxville, Rutherford County, 
Kingsport and Bristol, and Anderson 
County, where he talked with librarians 
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and observed the services offered 
there. Mr. Kalia, in a letter to Miss 
Parks, expressed his appreciation, saying 
in part, ''l thank you very much for the 
courtesies shown to me on my visit to 
you. You were very helpful and hospita- 
ble to me. The things that | learnt about 
library service there have been of great 
benefit to me in making a plan for the 
pilot project. | am taking the liberty 
of asking for additional help from you. 
| am enclosing a copy of the interim 
plan of the project and shall be much 
grateful for your comments and criticism 
of the plan as outlined... .'' Mrs. Eileen 
Cunningham, Vanderbilt University 
Medical School Library, acted as co- 
ordinator for Mr. Kalia's appointments, 
another instance of her untiring work in 
the field of international understanding 
and cooperation. 


* * * 


Public Libraries , 


The Nashville Public Library held an 
Open House on a Sunday afterhoon in 
November to introduce to the public its 
new collection of framed pictures. It 
now has 40 reproductions of great paint- 
ings by such men as Van Gogh, Renoir, 
Gaugin, Picasso, Cezanne, Degas, and 
Grant Wood, and all may be borrowed 
for home use. Any library card-holder 
may borrow one, or two, of these framed 
pictures at a time and keep them for 
one or two months, paying a small 
handling charge of 50 cents a month. 
In this way, the collection is expected to 


pay for itself in a few years. 
* * * 


The Cossitt Library is happy to report 
an increase in its budget for 1951 
amounting to $31,872, of which $20,000 
is added to the budget for the new 
branch library in Memphis which will be 
a $150,000 building when completely 
furnished and opened to the public this 


month, and $10,000 is for salary adjust- 
ments. 
* o * 

Chattanooga Public Library's second 
annual book fair was held November | 3- 
18, with representatives of a number of 
local clubs and agencies participating in 
the planning. Special guests were Janet 
Lambert, author of "Star-Spangled 
Summer," "The Reluctant Heart'’ and 
many other books popular with teen-age 
girls, and Frances Fitzpatrick Wright, 
author of ''Surprise at Sampey’s Place," 
“Lucy Ellen" and other books for elemen- 
tary and junior high school readers. 

School exhibits, featuring books or 
characters from books, were the high 
spot this year as they were last year. 
Prizes were donated by local book stores, 
and the exhibits attracted large and en- 
thusiastic crowds. 


* * * 
Library Schools 


Dr. William A. FitzGerald, Director of 
the Peabody Library School has an- 
nounced that the summer quarter session, 
of nine weeks, will begin June | 8th and 
extend through August |8th. First term 
will end July |8th. Tennessee school 
librarians will be pleased to hear that 
Miss Louise Meredith will be a part of 
the visiting faculty, teaching School Li- 
brary Administration and Reading In- 
terests during the first term. 

Other specialists who will be in resi- 
dence as visiting faculty include Mr. Guy 
R. Lyle, who will teach College Library 
Administration during the second term; 
Dr. Karl Baer, Army Medical Library, 
who will give courses in the Bibliography 
of the Sciences and Advanced Catalog- 
ing; and Mr. Richard J. Hurley of the 
University of Michigan, teaching Ac- 
quisition of Library Materials and Prin- 
ciples of Librarianship and Library Ad- 


ministration. 
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Mrs. Willodene Stewart will also re- 
peat the course she gave last year, In- 
formation from Books, and will help with 
Cataloging and Classification classes. 

During the fall quarter, 1950, 68 stu- 
dents were in residence from 1|9 states, 
Tennessee and Virginia being particularly 
well represented. 

x * x 


College and University Libraries 


Additions to the Fisk University Li- 
brary Staff for 1950-51 include: Miss 
Mildred Freeney, M.A., Kent State Uni- 
versity, Assistant Reference Librarian, 
Mrs. Constance Stewart, M.A., Columbia 
University, Circulation Librarian, Miss 
Patricia McWhorter, M.S., Simmons Col- 
lege, Assistant Cataloger, Mr. Cecil 
Wellborn, B.S. in L.S., George Peabody 
College, Assistant in charge of the 
George Gershwin Memorial Collection 
and the Florine Stettheimer Art Collec- 
tion. 

* * * 

Mr. Arna Bontemps, poet-novelist and 
Librarian of Fisk University appeared as 
guest speaker at Book Week Celebra- 
tions in Warren County High Schools, 
North Carolina, at the Richard B. Harri- 
son Library, Raleigh, and at Norfolk, 
Virginia, where his appearances in ele- 
mentary, junior and senior schools were 
under the joint sponsorship of the Nor- 
folk Board of Education and the school 
librarians. An article by Mr. Bontemps, 
“Buried Treasures of Negro Art,’ de- 
scribing the outstanding library collec- 
tions of material relating to the Negro in 
the cultural arts, appears in the Decem- 
ber issue of Negro Digest. 


* * * 


Mrs. Minnie Redmond Bowles, Assist- 
ant Librarian, spent two weeks in August 
studying the methods used in the Yale 
University Library in dealing with manu- 
scripts and non-book materials in prepa- 


ration for assuming supervision of two 
of the University's special collections, 


the George Gershwin Memorial Collec- 
tion of Music and Musical Literature and 
the Florine Stettheimer Memorial Collec- 
tion of Books about the Fine Arts, both 
founded by Mr. Carl Van Vechten. Mrs. 
Bowles worked under the direction of Mr. 
Donald Gallup, who is in charge of Yale's 
American Literature Collection. She 
also visited the manuscript Collections 
of the New York Public Library and the 
Library of Congress, spent a day in con- 
ference with Mrs. Dorothy Porter, cura- 
tor of the Moorland Foundation at 
Howard University, and conferred with 
Mr. Ralph Beals, Librarian of the New 
York Public Library, and Mrs. Elaine 
Bledsoe of the United States Book Ex- 
change on one of Fisk's library problems. 
x * * 

The Fisk University Library was one 
of the seventy-five college and uni- 
versity libraries to receive a gift collec- 
tion of fifty books, deluxe editions, from 
the Peter Pauper Press. The award was 
made in June on the basis of a letter sub- 
mitted by Mrs. Minnie Redmond Bowles, 
then Acting Librarian, indicating the 


" purposes which such a collection would 


serve in the Fisk Library and community. 
The books were displayed in the Library, 
the first week in November. 

* * * 

Recent additions to the Gershwin 
Memorial Collection include: the com- 
plete works of Johannes Brahms, a Philco 
Radio-Phonograph Console, and a rec- 
ord collection, gifts of Mr. Carl Van 
Vechten. Mr. -Cecil Wellborn also re- 
ports the arrival of more art books for 
the Stettheimer Collection from the 
same source. 

* * * 

In celebration of the seventy-fifth an- 
niversary of Vanderbilt University in 
October the Joint University Libraries 
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held an exhibit of the published works of 
Vanderbilt faculty and alumni. An im- 
pressive display of titles, most of which 
showed signs of frequent use, filled the 
eight bookcases of the Treasure Room in 
the Joint University Library building 
and overflowed onto the tables which 
held special exhibits of three of the 
Alumni—Randall Stewart, Allen Tate, 
and Robert Penn Warren—who were 
present for the Humanities Colloquium. 
> * *” 

During the past year the Joint Univer- 
sity Libraries has purchased, as an aid 
to research, the microfilm copies of the 
first eight years of filming of Books Pub- 
lished in English before 1640 and of the 
first three years of filming of Early 
American Periodicals, 1800-1825. These 
collections contain approximately 445 
books and 130 magazines. 

take 


In September Mrs. William Burns, 
formerly cataloger at Birmingham South- 
ern College Library, joined the staff of 
the Joint University Libraries as Periodi- 
cals and Documents Librarian at the 
Peabody College Library. 

* * * 

Beginning January |, 1951 the entire 
staff of the Joint University Libraries will 
be covered by Social Security. The 
Board of Trustees of the Joint University 
Libraries, who petitioned for this privi- 
lege, will also continue, as a complement 
to the Social Security benefits, the an- 
nuity contracts with the Teachers Insur- 
ance and Annuity Association which the 
staff members now hold. 

x * 


The 4,000 students who attended the 
Summer Quarter at Peabody were 
pleased to find that locating material in 
the card catalog was easier than ever 
before. The reason, according to John 
Emmett Burke, Librarian, was that the 


entire card catalog had been revised and 
placed in a straight alphabetical order, 
In addition, the catalog trays are now 
marked by three bright colors—salmon, 
buff and green, making it even easier for 
students to find material in the Peabody 
Library collection of 185,000 books. 
* * * 

Peabody Library now houses a collec- 
tion of art objects, valued at $3,000, pre- 
sented to the college by George Ham- 
mond Sullivan, long known as a generous 


benefactor of the college. 
* * * 


Special Libraries 


Bernard Foy, Technical Librarian, TVA, 
has recently been reappointed for an- 
other two-year term on the ALA Federal 


Relations Committee. 
* * * 


A recent brochure from TVA Technical 
Library reminds TVA employees that it 
offers the following services: Technical 
book collection of 40,000 volumes; Tech- 
nical periodicals routed to your desk 
regularly; Extensive document and pam- 
phlet collection; Newspapers and clip- 
ping file. Reference service includes: 
Subject Bibliographies; 
Legislation, Facts and Figures. The 
Librarian, Mr. Foy, urges his clientele to 
"Stop groping and start finding—Ask 
the TECHNICAL LIBRARY." 


a a 


information; 


Trustees 


Don't forget that nominations of out: 
standing trustees for the 1951! citations 
for distinguished service awarded by the 
ALA must be in the hands of the Jury 
on Citation of Trustees, by March 15, 
1951. A full record of the candidates 
achievements should accompany your 
nomination, which is to be mailed to the 
Jury, ALA Headquarters, 50 E. Huron 
St., Chicago }1, Illinois. 
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Recent Publications 


Available free from the TVA Techni- 
cal Library is the recently revised bibli- 
ography of selected readings on The 
TVA Program compiled by Bernard Foy. 
Classified under such subjects as agri- 
culture, chemical engineering research, 
flood control, health and safety and rec- 
reation are books, documents and 
periodical articles of general interest. 
Appended is a list of TVA films available 
for loan. 

The Biographical Novel, a bibliogra- 
phy, has appeared as University of Ten- 
nessee News Letter, v. 29, no. I1, No- 
vember, 1950. David Harkness, the 


compiler, has used such categories as 


novels about American, English and 
European authors, composers, Biblical 
figures, and American and English his- 
torical figures. It should prove a handy 
guide to librarians without the more ex- 
haustive guides to romans a clef. 


Youth Incorporated announces that 
their memorial book compiled in connec- 
tion with the Hands Across The Sea pro- 
gram is available for $2.00 from their 
offices, 802 Second Ave., South, Nash- 
ville. The group feels "that the book is 
of real value, not only in connection with 
the building of international friendship 
and good will but for the real informa- 
tion it contains on the State of Tennessee 
and the handsome illustrations." 





Sa kA 


41:7 Tey 


FOR 
* BOOKS 
% RECORDS 


S 719 Church St. 


A COMPLETE LIBRARY SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


OFFERING ALL THE FACILITIES FOR 
SUPPLYING ALL YOUR LIBRARY NEEDS 
AT LIBERAL DISCOUNTS 


THE METHODIST BOOK STORE 


810 Broadway Nashville, Tennessee 


IN KNOXVILLE IT’S Ge. 


\\FOR BOOKS 


Books—Records—Stationery Balcony Main Store 





Reference Room of the newly completed library, 
Woman’s College, University of North Caro- 
lina, Greensboro, N. C. The beauty of the 
Natural Birch furniture seen here is one reason 
for its selection. Another, equally important, is 
reflected in this statement by Librarian Charles 


M. Adams: “We are transferring to our new 
building most of our old furniture — some of it 
purchased over 25 years ago from Library 
Bureau, and still in good usable condition. This 
experience convinced us of the economy of 
purchasing furniture of high quality.” 


“Buying [or leas is wo saving 


When the“Bargain” costs more through the years 


This beautiful library, and the librar- 
ian’s statement above, provide one more 
of the many examples where LB furni- 
ture has outlasted a library building. 
When you buy LB quality furniture, 
you know your library’s future is secure. 
For 74 years Library Bureau has been 
serving America’s libraries with products 
built to rigid standards of beauty and 
long life. With LB equipment your 


replacement cost becomes virtually nil 
— and when you expand, LB can supply 
you with furniture that fits perfectly 
with what you already have. 

For complete details on LB quality 
furniture, ask for catalog LB 403. 
Address: 513 Union Ave., Knoxville 30; 
or 341 Madison Ave., Memphis 5; or 
806 Church St., Nashville 3; or 717 
Walnut St., Chattanooga 2. 


Library Bureau — Originator of Specialized Library Equipment 
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